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Acknowledgement

Red Dirt Poetry Festival pays respect to the Arrernte people whose land
we gather on for the festival. We honour First Nations people as the original
storytellers of this land and pay respect to elders past, present and future.

From the Festival Director

There's been big changes with Red Dirt Poetry
Festival over the past two years - we've
incorporated and become a real grown-

up literary organisation here to support
regional poetry. But while we've undergone
afew changes, what hasn't changed is our
commitment to poets, poetry, the

creation of art and experience.

Gathering on Arrernte lands this year we are

reflecting on the concept of survival in fertile
ruins, sharing works that speak to the theme in
aliminal sense - that we are the in-between.
As we stand knee-deep in global shi[f]t, there
is a deep uncertainty in the air, the arts, in our
homes and communities of what comes next.

Partnering with scientists, musicians, cultural
institutions and industry leaders to bring you
an interactive festival that explores the past
and the future outside current oppressive
systems, and ways to endure within.

Team

With feature events like Passageways
[Caminos], where poetry meets science;
Oscillations, where music and poetry collide
and everybody's favourite event Eat Read
Zine where we invite the audience into an
immersive sensory experience. This is by-far
the most ambitious program I've ever put
together with poets from around the country;
the Territory and the world sharing stages to
perform, panel discussions to engage with and
workshops to inspire you.

We invite you to spend
sometimewith us as
we explore the theme
of fertile ruins and
celebrate poetry, art
and culture.

Laurie May
Festival Director
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from our website at

TiCketS ) . - Tickets are available

- e 1o1r] reddirtpoetryfestival.com
Festival Pass $110 JXssf  oratthe gate at most events

Allows access to all festival sessions, including
standard events, panels andin-conversations.  Incliviclually ticketed events

Excludes individually ticketed events. Workshops, Walks and Special Events (What
Day Pass Fri $25| Sat/Sun $50 We Were Tt olq andthe PpetryLong Lunch? are
notincluded in the Festival or Day Pass prices,

Available for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. and must be booked separately.

Allows access to all festival sessions, including

standard events, panels and in-conversations.  Opening Night

Price drops to $25 after 7pm. Access to Passageways [Caminos] included
Excludes individually ticketed events. with a Festival Pass, or $30 separately.

*Price for any event can be waived if cost would be any obscacle.

FESTIVAL HUB Youth Hub
G a p View Hotel Saturday and Sunday 12-4pm at Gap View

Hotel will feature Youth Hub in the Dome,

123 Gap Road, The Ga . o
P ! P featuring activities and workshops for
We've made a cosy space of our Festival young people.
HUt_’ at Gap View Hotel, with couches, rugs, Access is free for under 16's accompanied by
activities and a few breakout spaces. aFestival Pass or Day Pass holder; or $10.
The hub is all-ages until 9pm.
Allunder 18 attendees must be in the 8CCC Cafe Carpark

company of a parent or carer. ] .
. . 3/10 Lindsay Ave, East Side
The main entrance to the hub is around the

back of the outdoor area on South Tce. Alice Springs Community Garcden
Parking is available in the main carpark, 105 Burke St, East Side

d by the South T t , .
OF arounciy thie SoLlt 168 entrance llwempe llwempe | White Gums
and under surveillance until late. .
274 Bullen Rd, Whitegums

Multicultural Community
Services of Central Australia

5B Wills Terrace, Alice Springs

Olive Pink Botanic Garden
Tuncks Road, Alice Springs

Food is available from 12-9pm.



Thursday
20 August

OPENING EVENT
Passageways
[Caminos]

In collaboration with Acrux: Festival de poesia
y ciencia del estrecho de Magallanes.

Supported by Festivals Australia and
National Science Week.

6pm, liwvempe liwempe / White Gums

Friday 21 August

POET_RY WALK WORKSHOP

A Bird Came Slam Poetry Workshop
Down the Walk with Huda the Goddess

8am, Olive Pink Botanic Garden 5pmy, Shipping Container @ Gap View
SPECIAL EVENT VSVORKSEIOPP

What We Were Told ound Poetry

Poetry for people who parent \;Y;g}EGn?ngs ;fl’_:’er:gﬁgges

9:30am, Eastside Community Garden S el e @C S
WORKSHOP

Gold and Wax ggl SA Poetry

with Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes owcase

11am, Eastside Community Garden 6:30pm, Gap View Hotel
WORKSHOP Screentime

Nature and Poetry as Art  7:300m

with Kelly Lee Hickey Shipping Container
11am, Eastside Community Garden @ Gap View
SPECIAL EVENT The (|j_o\,_eI Inn
Poetl‘y Long Lunch Love and surviva
12:30 Eastside C ity Garal in fertile ruins

:30pm), Eastsicle Community Garden 8om, Gap View Hotel

+ Bands til late
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Saturday 22 August

FREE EVENT Poetry by the Pool
Haiku Death Match Poetry bar
10am, 8CCC Cafe Carpark 2:30-5:30pm, Gap View Hotel
POETRY WALK WOR_K\_Q..HOP
Tree Jazz Political Poetry
with Wencly Taleo with Juan Garriclo Salgado
11:30am, meet at Snow Kenna Park 2:30pm, Shipping Container @ Gap View
Saturday Youth Hub PANEL
12-4pm, The Dome @ Gap View Stanc By Me
The importance of holding and being held
PANEL 3pm, Gap View Hotel
Don't Let Me Be ORKSHOP
Misunderstood Gold and W
Mis[sed] translations A o _ an ax
12pm, Gap View Hotel with Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes
3pm, Multicultural Community
WORKSHOP Services Central Australia
mrslatgg%e!'oward Aliveness ,corisHop
12pm, Shipping Container @ Gap View Queer VernaCUIar
with Hendri Yulius Wijaya
WORKSHOP 4pm, Shipping Container @ Gayp View
)v{tig?rgyl:ggiry INDUSTRY SESSION
1:30pm, Multicultural Community Reglonal Arts )
Services Central Australic 4:30pm, The Dome @ Gap View
PANEL Aﬁeye Akerte
Come As You Are About the Story
Beyond borders and binaries Running Water Community Press
1:30pm, Gap View Hotel Spanish Launch
5:30pm, Gap View Hotel
Shadows Between
the Stanzas
An evening of darkly beautiful words.
7pm, Gap View Hotel
Oscillations
Poetry meets experimental sounds
8:30pm, Gap View Hotel

6 Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026



Sunday Youth Hub

12-4pm, The Dome @ Gap View

PANEL
Two Strong Hearts

Blak & Arab poets connect.
12pm, Gap View Hotel

WORKSHOP
Video Poetry

with Carielyn Tunion

12pm, Shipping Container @ Gap View
PANEL

Scream from the top
of my lungs “What's

Going On!?”
1:30pm, Gap View Hotel

WORKSHOP
Writing As Resistance

with Hasib Hourani
2ppm, Shipping Container @ Gap View

Poetry hy the Pool

Poetry bar
2:30-5:30pm, Gap View Hotel

PANEL
Let's Talk About (...)

The things we can't about in polite society
3pm, Gap View Hotel

IN-CONVERSAT_ION
Love, Empire, Poetry

with Jihad Yassine and Luke Patterson
4pm, Shipping Container @ Gap View
WORKSHOP

Giving Back

with Jeremy Garnett
4:30pm, The Dome @ Gap View

Eat Read Zine

5:30pm, Gap View Hotel

The Five Candlles of Grief

7pm, Gap View Hotel

Mparntwe Poetry Slam
Sign-up from 7ppm, starts 7:30pm
Gap View Hotel

The Wrap

Final words from the festival
9:30pm, Gap View Hotel



Events

Passageways
[Caminos]

Thursday 20 August, 6pm-9:30pm
lIwempe liwempe [ White Gums

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

We've joined forces with Chile's International
Poetry Festival (ACRUX - Festival Internacional
de Poesia) to create a unique cultural exchange,
connecting communities from coast to desert
through shared dark skies and waterways.

With nine poets - six Australian and three
Chilean - working with Australian Scientists to
explore Waterways, Signways and Skyways,
merging poetry with science, culminatingin
an unforgettable opening night.

Gates open at 6pm for a 7pm showtime.

Seating will be available but feel free to bring
a camp chair or picnic blanket for comfort.
This is a BYO event - food vans will be onsite.
Parking is limited; bus transfers available.

Featuring Julio Carrasco, Jazz Money, Juan
Garrido Salgado, Rob Waters, Faumelisa
Manquepillan, Tisha Carter, Jihad Yassine,
Melanie Mununggurr, Victoria Alondra.

Info & Tix

e et S
el “ﬁﬁw .
i g ey

Haiku
Death Match

Saturday 22 August, 10am-11am
8CCC Cafe Carpark

The infamous International Haiku Death
Match is on again! We'llmeet you in the
carpark for the grand battle. Get down early to
register for your chance to be crowned official
International Haiku Death Match Champion

of the World.

Poets will face off against each other, while
the audience judges. Open to all-and-sundry;
must be your own work, so start writing for
this round robin comp.

Broadcast live
on 8CCC Radio
and online.

8 Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026



Oscillations

Saturday 22 August, 8:30pm-10:30pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

Enjoy the rhythmic pairings of poets and
experimental sounds. We've partnered up
poets from the program with musical artists
from Central Australia to create cascading
soundscapes with the haunting poetic delivery
of our poets.

Come on ajourney through time and space
as we explore the threads of survival, the
interconnectedness of us alland what is left
through poetry, music and projections.

Featuring Luke Patterson, Eleanor Jackson,
Hasib Hourani, Carielyn Tunion, Dave Clark,
Huda the Goddess, Ghenoa Gela, Yirga
Gelaw Woldeyes, Rosie Wild and musical
accompanyment by Warren H Williams,
Dave Crowe, Dan the Underdog & Sally
Westaway, Stormchasers, XAVIA, WAARI
and Hollis Taylor.

Eat ead Zine

Sunday 23 August, 5:30pm-7pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

This Sunday afternoon promises a feast for
both mind and body. Eat Read Zine invites
you to share poets’ imaginations - and their
bellies - as we explore poetic pairings of food,
memory, and verse.

This immersive sensory experience matches
food with poems that evoke taste, texture,
nostalgia, and story. Come curious, leave
satisfied - you won't be going home hungry.
A celebration of words, flavour, and the
memories that bind them.

Featuring Lay Maloney, Ghenoa Gela, Melanie
Mununggurr, Carielyn Tunion, Damien Becker,
Mabhalia Charlotte, Rosie Wild, Kultar Ahluwalia,
Rob Waters and Edi Donald.

First-in best-dressed for seat-and-eat.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026 9



Events

NT/SA Poetry
Showcase

Friday 21 August, 6:30pm-7:30pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

August is Poetry Month! We've partnered up
with Red Room Poetry to present a showcase
celebrating the breadth of poetic talent across
the Northern Territory and South Australia!

Hear from emerging, mid-career, and
established poets and spoken word artists
working across diverse forms, alongside
special guest performers. This year's
Showcase highlights South Australian and
Northern Territory voices - we were joined
once before - let's do it again.

Set under the desert night sky, nestled inthe
foothills of the Ntaripe Ranges, this lineup will
warm winter hearts with words, rhythm, and
story.

Featuring Alex C. Steffan, Spandu Pillarisetty,
Mahalia Charlotte, Ennma Trenorcden, Heather
Taylor-Johnson, Ren Wyld, Wendy Taleo and
Kultar Ahluwalia.

10

Info & Tix

TheLovelnn

Friday 21 August, 8pm-10:30pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

Stepinto the Love Inn - an event devoted to
love in its many forms and the art of survival
infertile ruins.

This intimate gathering invites audiences to
experience poetry and storytelling that explore
connection, desire, loss, tenderness, and
resilience. Festival poets will share work that
finds beauty in broken places, warmth after
darkness, and love as an act of endurance and
renewal.

At atime where everything hurts - the Love Inn
is arefuge for open hearts and curious minds -
aplace to find connection, meaning and a little
titillation.

Featuring Jody Kopp, Jihad Yassine, Gabe
Journey Jones, Dominic Guerrera, Bebe Oliver,
Kelly Lee Hickey, Eva Fernandes, Edi Donald,
Robin Eames and Hendri Yulius Wijaya.

Capped off with performances by Stellar Sea
and Balaclava Peace Collective.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026



Ayeye Akerte
About the Story

SPANISH LANGUAGE LAUNCH

Saturday 22 August, 5pm-6:30pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

Smoking Ceremony 5pm-5.30pm
Poetry, Music & Dance 5.30pm-6.30pm

A special feature event acknowledging the
poets from Running Water Community Press
and a tribute to those who have passed from
the Arlhekenhe Angentye/Women'’s Talk
Collection, supported by Akeyulerre.

From Arrernte and English to Spanish - the
poetry created in the famous collection has
been translated into Spanish thanks to the
Instituto Cervantes de Sydney. Join us fora
sunset event featuring a smoking ceremony;
Arrernte Cultural dancers, traditional flamenco
guitar dancing and of course, poetry.

Entry fees and collections for this event will be
donated to Running Water Community Press.

Supported by Consystex.

Mparntwe Slam

& CENTRAL AUSTRALIAN FINALS

Sunday 23 August, 7pm-9pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

Sign up opens 7pm
Slom starts 7:30pm

Are you the next Australian Poetry Slam
Champion? All you need is two original poems
- each 2 mins max. With a special feature set
by Huda the Goddess.

There'll be two rounds right? First round is
capped at 20 poets, and the second round will
be the 5 highest scoring poets from round one,
plus the 2 winners from the Barkly Slam.

The winner from the final round goes on to
represent the NT in the national competition.
Joinus to cheer, click and maybe you'llbe
selected to judge and hold-up scorecards

in this nation-wide celebration of spoken-
wordsmiths.

Featuring YOU.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026 11



Events

What We Were Told
POETRY FOR PEOPLE
WHO PARENT

Friday 21 August, 9:30am-11am
Eastside Community Gardens

1){s! k210l Bookings essential

What stories about becoming a parent did
we inherit, and what truths did we discover
for ourselves?Join poet Eleanor Jackson and
counsellor Hannah Muir for a gentle gathering
exploring the realities of matrescence and
the journey to parenthood through poetry,
reflection and conversation.

Together we'llmake space for the often-
unspoken experiences of caregiving: love and

grief, tenderness and rage, joy and exhaustion.

Through poetry readings, guided writing and
a collaborative poem, participants are invited
toreflect on the stories they were told about
life with babies and small people and how
those stories compare to lived experience.
No writing experience is needed, and sharing
is always optional.

Comeasyou are.
Morning tea provided.

12

Info & Tix

Screentime
Friday 21 August, 7:30pm-8pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

An experimental performance exploring
mobile phone use, addiction, and repetitive
behavioural patterns through recorded and live
poetry. This performance operates in liminal
states, using repetition, stillness, and light.

With James Bretherton

Shadows Between

the Stanzas

Saturday 22 August, 7pm-8pm
Gap View Hotel

Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

As the sun sinks and the first stars appear,
gather by the fire for an evening of darkly
beautiful words. This special poetry event
invites you into a world of twilight tales, where
shadows stretch and stories glow warmly.

Festival poets will share works that explore
mystery, myth, and the spaces in-between.
Settle in, listen closely, and let language lead
you somewhere just beyond the everyday.

Featuring Sarah Temporal, Jeremy Garnett,
Kultar Ahluwalia, Sara Saleh, Spandu
Pillarisetty, Lay Maloney and Jazz Money.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026



Poetry by the Pool
POETRY BAR

Open Sat-Sun, 2:30-5:30pm
Gap View Hotel

Consciousness for
the Subconscious

5 stanzas thanks!

Dive in to our custom-made poetry bar,
where poems are on the menu.

Staffed by a rotating roster of your favourite Red Dirt Poetry Festival invites you to relax
festival poets, punters can get an intimate with us, meditate or even fall asleep.
one-on-onereading with a word-mixologist. - BRIVER I R [eSEERVEelyy R EXe 4 e)

H rest, every night of the festival we will release
The F.Ive candles anew episode on 8CCC and online. In this
Of Gl‘lef short podcast our poets will speak to your

Sunday 23 August, 6:30pm-7pm subconscious and help guide you to creatively
Shipping Container @ Gap View relax and support your mind to process the

world around us and the spaces we exist in.
Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

reddirtpoetryfestival.com

A poetry performance art piece by spoken
word artist Eva Fernandes exploring life, love
and loss, inspired by the death of her late
partner, mentor and best friend who passed
away from terminal cancer.

This performance reflects on what it
means to love someone through illness,
sit beside death, and continue living in
the aftermath of loss.

The Wrap

FINAL WORDS

Sunday 23 August, 9:30pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View
This final gathering features the festival
wrap-up poem from Jeremy Garnett
and special readings from friends as we
collectively deal with the uncertainty of ——=<
the future grounded in honesty, g
resilience and hope. - - = D

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026 13



Panels & In-Conversation

Don'tLet Me Be

Misunderstood
MIS[SED] TRANSLATIONS

Saturday 22 August, 12pm-1pm
Gap View Hotel

With over 7,000 languages spoken around

the world and over 200 on our island home,
language shapes how we think and express
ourselves and when we translate it sometimes
the meaning gets lost.

Our poets channel someone who (may or
may not have) said learning a new language

is to have a second soul, but it's also ok to not
translate directly and let the audience just feel
the vibe within. Or not, because sometimes
not everything is made for your consumption,
and that's ok.

With Melanie Mununggurr, Julio Carrasco,

Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes and Juan Garrido
Salgado.

Come As You Are
BEYOND BORDERS
AND BINARIES

Saturday 22 August, 1:30pm-2:30pm
Gap View Hotel

Four of our poets take on the topic of thinking
beyond the restrictions - what serves us and
what may no longer feel useful now and inthe
future. Whether internal or external - we look at
the concept of bordered thinking as awestern
patriarchal concept in need of adapting of
movement in order to nurture the fertile ruins
left behind.

With Dominic Guerrera, Jazz Money,
Lay Maloney and Hasib Hourani.

14

Stand By Me
THE IMPORTANCE OF
HOLDING AND BEING HELD

Saturday 22 August, 3pm-4pm
Gap View Hotel

Poetry doesn't exist in a vacuum - as poets
and audiences we need opportunities to
come together, to share not only in each
others creativity but in the shared experiences
of grief, joy and the intense overwhelm.

Now more than ever we need to stand by
each other as we navigate shared collective
experiences.

With Kelly Lee Hickey, Hucla the Gocldess,
Sarah Temporal and Bebe Oliver.

Regional Arts
INDUSTRY SESSION

Saturday 22 August, 4:30pm-5:30pm
Gap View Hotel

In this industry session we'll be joined by
Regional Arts Australia's Leisa Govan and The
Suburban Review's Alison Barton to identify
opportunities that exist for regional artists and
explore the challenges, successes, and failures
inthese spaces.

This session is vital for regional artists.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026



Entry included with Festival/Day Pass

Two Strong Hearts
BLAK & ARAB POETS CONNECT

Sunday 23 August, 12pm-1pm

Gap View Hotel

An engaging panel discussion between Blak
and Arab poets sharing mutual connection
and understandings of how family, country
and politics shape their work now.

With Sara Saleh, Jihad Yassine, Ren Wyid
and Jody Kopp.

Scream from the top
of my lungs “"What's
Going On!?"

IT'S ALOT THESE DAYS

Sunday 23 August, 1:30pm-2:30pm
Gap View Hotel

With so much stimuli, our brains operate like

afunnel so we don't get caught up perceiving
Oour own Noses in order to survive.

From land to body and everything in between,
how does our past and current experiences
shape the work we create and how does living
in the worst possible timeline impact how we
make sense of the world today and the poetry
we create inside it.

With Ghenoa Gela, Damien Becker,
Victoria Alondra and Dave Clark.

Let's Talk About (...)
THE THINGS WE CAN'T TALK
ABOUT IN POLITE SOCIETY

Sunday 23 August, 3pm-4pm
Gap View Hotel

If a polite society is a caring society - then why
don't people care more? This is a space for

our poets to talk about all the things we're not
supposed to talk about. In a time and space
where language is being policed (literally)
what's taboo anymore and who makes the
callon that? Join our poets as they dismantle
expectations of societal structures within their
craft to say the words they want to say.

With Heather Taylor-Johnson, Robin Eames,
Eva Fernandes and Hendri Yulius Wijaya.

Content warning: discussions may include
women's issues and sex.

Love, Empire, Poetry
IN-CONVERSATION

Sunday 23 August, 4pm-5pm
Gap View Hotel

Join Lebanese poet Jihad Yassine and
Aboriginal poet Luke Patterson for a
conversation exploring demonised
masculinities, tenderness, truth-telling
and family knowledge across cultures
and generations.

Part in-conversation, part poetry reading and
part collective activity, this session invites
audiences into the discussion. Together we'll
consider the stories we inherit, the stories we
carry, and what poetry might teach us about
living with one another.

Presented in partnership with Red Room
Poetry as part of Australian Poetry Month.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026 15



Workshops

Gold & Wax
with YIRGA GELAW WOLDEYES

. Friday 21 August, 11am-12:30pm
Eastside Community Gardens

. Saturday 22 August, 3pm-4pm
Multicultural Community
Services Central Australia

In Ethiopia, the poetic practice of (19°5 ®CP
(Wax and Gold) has been perfected over
centuries. It is a form of poetry with double
meanings, with the surface ‘wax’ obscuring
the deeper ‘gold'.

Join Ethiopian poet Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes to
learn more about this ancient artform and
explore how to craft poetry with muiltiple
meanings ranging from spirituality to politics.
Suitable for poets of all levels.

Nature and

Poetry as Art
with KELLY LEE HICKEY

Friday 21 August, 11am-12:30pm
Eastside Community Gardens

All of our ancestors had kinship with plants.
They nourished, healed and sheltered us. Since
therise of colonialism, plants have become
both victims and tools of conquest.

Join poet and philosopher Kelly Lee Hickey for
an afternoon of teg, reflection and writingon
our complex entanglements with plants, and
what they might teach us about our kinship
with the more than human.

16

Allworkshops $25 or $15 conc.

Price can be waived if cost would be any obscacle

More Info
LR

Sound Poetry
with EMMA TRENORDEN and
GABRIELLE JOURNEY JONES

Friday 21 August, 5pm-6:30pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View

Music of Poetry Workshop with Emma
Trenorden and Gabirielle Journey Jones.
Co-create a playful, experimental soundscape
with harp, frame drums and percussion to
inspire poetry. Explore moving between music,
words, rhythm and flow as part of a group and
individually.

Slam Poetry

Workshop
with HUDA THE GODDESS

Friday 21 August, 5pm-6:30pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View

Huda the Goddess will help you find your own
style in performance poetry - perfect fora
poetry slam. Learn the art of the competition
and how to use your voice and body to bring
the house down.

Writing Toward

Aliveness
with SARA SALEH

Saturday 22 August, 12:30pm-2pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View

In this workshop with Sara Saleh, we'll explore
lyric memory and lyric truth, asking how
poetry can help us make meaning of our lives,
our histories and the places that shape us -
beyond the boundaries of fact.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026



Video Poetry
with CARIELYN TUNION

. Saturday 22 August, 1:30pm-2:30pm

Multicultural Community

Services Central Australia

. Sunday 23 August, 12pm-1:30pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View
Explore the connection between the art

of noticing and the art of video poetry with
award-winning interdisciplinary poet Carielyn
Tunion exploring the dynamic interplay
between film and poetic expression.

Participants will be guided in developing their
own poetic content, using their surroundings
as creative inspiration and adapting their work
for social media platforms and alternative
presentation.

Political Poetry
with JUAN GARRIDO SALGADO

Saturday 22 August, 2:30pm-4pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View

Do you have a message you want to
communicate with your poetry? Is your poetry
in conversation, or in response to, society,
culture, and current politics?

Join Juan Garrido Salgado for an opportunity
tolearn how to harness your voice, speak to
the world, and shape what you want to say
through poetry.

Red Dirt Poetry Festival | 20-23 August 2026

Queer Vernacular
with HENDRI YULIUS WIJAYA

Saturday 22 August, 4pm-5:30pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View
Speaking in Queer Tongues: Stick it, lick it, and
play it! This is a poetry workshop that takes
seriously the idea that queer vernacular is not
just slang or subculture. It is political in its own
grammar and expressions—an open-ended
space for reclaiming, resisting, and celebrating
what has been imposed on us, often without
our consent.

Giving Back

with JEREMY GARNETT

Sunday 23 August, 4pm-5:30pm
The Dome @ Gap View

Written in, and inspired by, the moment, Event
Poetry celebrates and gives homage to the
performers, spectacle, and emotions. Itis the
poetry of written thanks, of applause.

This workshop will guide aspiring event

poets in finding inspiration as it unfolds and
weaving it into their feelings, observations, and
imaginings.

Writing as Resistance
with HASIB HOURANI

Sunday 23 August, 2pm-3:30pm
Shipping Container @ Gap View
Poetry has long possessed a capacity for
resistance, in both the personal and political.
Aform that lends itself to multiple meanings
and readings, how have poets historically used
language to push back, and how might we?
In this workshop, Hasib Hourani combines
readings, writing exercises and discussion
to unpack and build upon the power of
political poetry.
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Walks

A Bird Came
Down The Walk

Friday 21 August, 8am-9:30am
Olive Pink Botanic Garden

Njle!GletsiloN  Pre-booking required

Start your day with an experience where
nature and language meet. Meander through
treelined paths guided by our birdwatcher
specialist and be met by poets to serenade
you on your way. Thisimmersive tour offers
expert insight into Central Australia’s birdlife,
set against the tranquil early-morning
landscape. Along the way eight poets wiill

be interspersed offering live readings that
respond to place, birdsong, and environment.

Get up early(ish), walk gently, listen deeply, and
see the world anew.

Special Event

More Info

Tree Jazz
Saturday 22 August, 11:30am-1pm
Meet at Show Kenna Park

1ol Glistst20M  Pre-booking required

Join us on awalk like no other. Created by
Wendy Taleo, this event guides you along
Lhere Mparntwe/Todd River in this exciting
new event where jazz, GPS coordinates and
poetry collide. Performing specially crafted
poems for specific trees along the river and
accompanying tone poems composed from
the GPS coordinates of the tree Wendy's
premiere performance of Tree Jazzis an
event like no other - a blend of history, poetry,
science and jazz - not to be missed.

Meeting place is on the Snow Kenna Park lowns
- the path s suitable for wheelchair users.

Poetry Long Lunch
Friday 21 August, 12:30pm-1:30pm
Eastside Community Gardens

B[/ GIEXSIS08  Pre-booking required | Strictly limited

Poetry - it's what's for lunch.

Settle in for a relaxed and sociable long lunch where poetry is on
the menu. This informal gathering invites audiences and festival
poets to share a table, a conversation, and a love of words.

Poets from the festival program will join the audience to
read, chat, and listen. Led by Jody Kopp - guests are invited to
share their own poems too - or simply sit back and enjoy the
performances.

Featuring Robin Eames, Damien Becker, Luke Patterson,
Kelly Lee Hickey, Eva Fernandes, Bebe Oliver and Jazz Money.




Poets

Alex C. Steffan

Alex C. Steffanis a poet and
parent. They use poetry as a
means of resilience and finding
stillness in the mayhem.

Bebe Oliver

Bebe Oliver is a Bardi Jawi
award-winning author, poet and
illustrator. His writing celebrates
grief, love, identity and survival.

Damien Becker

Damien Becker lives and writes
on Bundjalung Country in
Murwillumlbah, Northern NSW.

Dominic Guerrera

Dominic Guerrera is a Ngarrindjeri
and Kaurna writer, curator and
text based visual artists.

Eleanor Jackson

Eleanor Jackson is a Filipino-
Australian poet, performer,
arts producer and advocate.

Eva Fernandes

Eva Fernandes is a writer, spoken
word artist and comedian.
exploring transnational identity,
belonging, feminism and grief.

Gabe Journey Jones

Gabirielle Journey Jones s a poet,
percussionist, social worker and

academic with adeep interestin
creativity and wellbeing.
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Amelia Turner

Amelia Kngwarraye Turneris a
cultural leader, Angangkere or
traditional healer and artist.

Carielyn Tunion

Carielyn Tunion is anemerging
writer, videopoet, cultural worker
and educator.

Dave Clark

Dave Clark is a reliable human
with unreliable health. He's a
writer-poet with chronic fatigue
syndrome, living in Mparntwe.

Edi Donald

Ediis a transgender writer, music
producer, musician and activist
based in Mparntwe.

Emma Trenorden
Emma Trenordenis an
Mparntwe-based singing
poet, originally from Rabaul,
Papua New Guinea.

Faumelisa
Manquepillan

Faumelisa Manguepillan Calfuleo
is aMapuche artist bornin Chile's
Los Rios Region.

Ghenoa Gela

Ghenoa Gelais a proud Mualgal
Poid, Aragan and Koedal — Aubaith
ClanWagadagam, and Samsep,
Peidu Woman of the Torres Straits.
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Hasib Hourani

Hasib Hourani is a Lebanese-
Palestinian writer living on
unceded Gadigal Country.

Hendri Yulius Wijaya

Hendri Yulius Wijaya is a queer
Indonesian poet based in
Melbourne, Australia.

James Bretherton

James Bretherton's poetry moves
from humour to raw truth, drawn
from observations on life and
lived experience.

Jeremy Garnett

Quasi-local NT poet Jeremy
Garnett delights in poetry
detailing the instance, essence
and act of an experience.

Jodly Kopp

Jody Kopp is an Arrernte mother,
grandmother, artist, writer and
lover of life!

Julio Carrasco

Julio Carrasco is a Chilean poet,
novelist, musician and director of
Acrux, the International Festival of
Poetry and Science.

Kultar Ahluwalia

Kultar Ahluwalia is a multi-
disciplinary hip hop artist from
Southern Adelaide with Punjabi
and Irish roots.

See full bio

Heather
Taylor-Johnson

Heather Taylor-Johnsonis an
American Australian living and
working on Kaurna Land.

Hucla the Goddess

Huda the Goddessis an
internationally recognised spoken
word poet, educator, and activist
known for her improvised poetry.

Jazz Money

Jazz Money is a Wiradijuri poet
and artist. They are the author
of two award-winning poetry
collections.

Jihad Yassine

Jihad Yassine is a poet and winner
of the 2025 Bankstown Poetry
Grand Slam. He was a finalist for
Australian Poetry Slam 2024.

Juan Garrido Salgaclo

Juan Garrido Salgado has lived

in Australia since 1990. He has
published ten books of poetry in
Australia and Chile & Honduras.

Kelly Lee Hickey

Dr Kelly Lee Hickey is an artist,
community philosopher and
Australian Poetry slam champion.

Lay Maloney

Lay Maloney is a young genderfluid
storyteller of the Gumbaynggirr
and Gunggandiji nations and South
Sealslander heritage based on
Dunghutti Country.
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Luke Patterson

Luke Patterson is a Gamilaroi poet,
educator and musician living on
Gadigal lands.

Marjorie Nunga
Williams

Marjorie 'Nunga' Wiliamsis a
senior Western Arrernte woman.

Melanie Mununggurr

Melanie Mununggurr is a Djapu
mother, poet, storyteller and
performer from Australia.

Rob Waters

Rob Waters is a Gomeroi man
from NorthWest NSW andis a
former Australian Poetry Slam
Champion.

Rosie Wild

Rosie Wild is a poet and vocalist
whose work grapples with gender,
celebrates queerness, and
simmers with rage.

Sarah Temporal

Sarah Temporal is a prize-winning
poet, educator and arts producer
living on Bundjalung lands in the
NSW Northern Rivers.

Tisha Carter

Tisha is an Anmatjere woman
from Petyale outside Ti Tree
remote community, around
230kms north of Mparntwe.

Mahalia Charlotte

Mahalia Charlotte grew up on
Dharawal land, now livingon
Jawoyn, Dagoman & Wardaman
lands with her partner and 3 cats.

Maureen O’Keefe

Maureen Jipyiliya Nampijinpa
O'Keefeis an artist, writer,
storyteller, and storykeeper.

Ren Wyid

K.ARenWyld is an author of
Martu descent who lives by the
sea south of Adelaide.

Robin M Eames

Robin M Eames is a queercrip
poet and historian living on
Dharug land.

Sara Saleh

Sara M. Saleh is an award-winning
writer and human rights lawyer
of Palestinian, Egyptian and
Lebanese heritage.

Spandu Pillarisetty

Spandana Pillarisetty is living and
writing from Mparntwe / Alice
Springs on Arrernte country.

Victoria Alondra

Victoria Alondra is a poet, artist
and student based in Mparntwe
(Alice Springs), unceded
Arrernte lands.
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Wencly Taleo

Wendy Taleo's work is embedded
in ontological poetry inquiry that
surfaces her stories and the
connection with place.

Industry

Alison Barton

Alison J Barton is a Wiradjuri
poet and editor based in
Melbourne. Her work is widely
published in Australian and
international journals.

Guest Speakers

Diego Colonnello

Diegois a highly acclaimed
astrophotographer who has
a passion for dark skies.

Dr Tim Patson

Dr Tim Patston is one of
Australia's leading researchers
and consultants in the field

of Creativity and Innovation

in Education.

Yirga Gelaw
Woldeyes

Yirgais a poet, writer, and
researcher from Lalibela, Ethiopia.

Leisa Govan

Leisa Govan is the Regional
Arts Fund Grant Manager,
with a passion for community
engagement and regional arts.

Dr Adam Yates

Dr. Adam Yates is a prominent
palaeontologist and dinosaur
expert based in Mparntwe.

/
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Bands & Musicians

Balaclava Peace
Collective

Conscious desert soundscapes
with roots in the classic genres of
blues, rock, reggae and folk.

Dave Crowe

Dave Crowe is a songwriter/
producer based in Mparntwe/
Alice Springs.

Francis Diatschenko

Francis Diatschenko is aworld-
renowned classical, flamenco
and jazz guitarist from Darwin.

Storm Chasers Inc.

Storm ChasersInc.isan
atmospheric journey into moody
soundscapes, swampy grooves
and gritty musings.

Warren H Williams

Warren HWilliamsis an
Aboriginal Australian singer,
musician and songwriter from
Ntaria in Central Australia.

_ . DeyaMiranda Giner

Deya Miranda Ginerisa
professional flamenco dancer
and Principal Dance Instructor at
Newcastle Flamenco Dance.
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See full bio
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Dan the Undercog
& Sally Westaway

Sally Westaway is a classical
harpist and vocalist, Danthe
Underdog is an MC Producer.

Hollis Taylor

Violinist/composer Hollis Taylor
performs her (re)compositions
of birdsongs along with her

environmental field recordings.

Stellar Sea

Stellar Sea are a cohort of post-
punk eco-queers with a kink for
planetary survival and eyeliner.

WAARI

WAARIis a Blak artist and
storyteller of Waanyi, Kalkutungu
and Te Atiawa descent.

XAVIA

Central Australian multi-
instrumentalist and songwriter
XAVIA createsimmersive
electronic folk.

Simpson Desert
Dancers

Led by Carol Turner, the
Simpson Desert Dancers are a
traditional Arrernte dance group,
representing language and
sharing culture.
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With thanks to all of our
sponsors & partners
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